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�� Advocacy and lobbying Advocacy and lobbying hashas beenbeen seenseen in in 

everyday everyday languagelanguage same or at least relative same or at least relative 

to each other. to each other. 

�� Often they are regarded similar way to act.Often they are regarded similar way to act.

�� TheyThey bothboth areare fullyfully legallegal wayway to to ackack..

Are there Are there finallyfinally any differences ?any differences ?



What is advocacy ?What is advocacy ?

�� To develop and protect some ones legal or justified  benefits To develop and protect some ones legal or justified  benefits 
or advantages.or advantages.

�� Normally you advocate in a situation where your affairs are Normally you advocate in a situation where your affairs are 
under decision making on the table where you are not under decision making on the table where you are not 
presentedpresented..

�� You advocate to upper level.You advocate to upper level.

�� Also advocacy mostly concerns “bigger figures” like Pc Also advocacy mostly concerns “bigger figures” like Pc 
Patients rights, legislation or something where you should Patients rights, legislation or something where you should 

be taken part.be taken part.

ECPCECPC:: “Nothing about us without us” “Nothing about us without us” 



Who can Advocate?Who can Advocate?

�� Every independent legal body or even Every independent legal body or even 
individual body can advocate.individual body can advocate.

�� Associational advocating body should have Associational advocating body should have 
some comprehensive background.some comprehensive background.

If many Support Groups in same area If many Support Groups in same area 
begins to advocate same affairs that will begins to advocate same affairs that will 
weaken every ones efforts.weaken every ones efforts.

It is very useful to speak with one voice.It is very useful to speak with one voice.



HowHow lobbying lobbying is is aimedaimed at at 

and and whatwhat wewe wantwant??

�� By lobbying we try By lobbying we try to to risrisee upup own affairs own affairs 
that we want to promotethat we want to promote

�� Normally we are lobbying at time Normally we are lobbying at time oneone
specific idea or affair, that we want to  specific idea or affair, that we want to  
promote. promote. SometimesSometimes wewe lobbylobby to to bebe
commonlycommonly noticednoticed, to , to getget fundsfunds oror eveneven

to to getget a person in a person in specificspecific position.position.



Is Is therethere anyany problemsproblems in in 

practicepractice to to advocateadvocate and and lobbylobby??

�� MorallyMorally bothboth shouldshould bebe cleanclean..

�� In In paracticeparactice somesome partsparts usesuses money and money and 

becamebecame quiltyquilty for for briberybribery, , corruptioncorruption, , 

combinecombine thingsthings, , eveneven blackmailblackmail..

�� SometimesSometimes partsparts expectexpect thingsthings in in returnreturn..

�� SometimesSometimes partsparts makemake togethertogether horse horse 

tradingtrading

�� LobbLobbyingying cancan aimedaimed alsoalso to us.to us.



DifferencesDifferences

�� Advocating is more demandingAdvocating is more demanding

�� Lobbying is more askingLobbying is more asking

�� We can advocate for accepted We can advocate for accepted 

treatment lines but only lobby treatment lines but only lobby 

for experimental treatments.for experimental treatments.



Patient Organization as a target of Patient Organization as a target of 

lobbying?lobbying?

�� Lobbying can also be a tool to some Lobbying can also be a tool to some 

sides who try to use us for strange sides who try to use us for strange 

purposes for us.purposes for us.

�� We must not get locked by our voice We must not get locked by our voice 

or sell our freedom and neutrality by or sell our freedom and neutrality by 

accepting someone's lobbying.accepting someone's lobbying.

�� “Our souls are not for sale”. “Our souls are not for sale”. 



We need skills to We need skills to 
advocate and lobby, advocate and lobby, 
but we must keep but we must keep 
our eyes and ears our eyes and ears 
open!open!

Canadian brothers’ Canadian brothers’ 

advocator and lobbyistadvocator and lobbyist


